Informational Texts for the STAAR
Use with “Giant water bug photographed devouring baby turtle.” By Ella Davies, BBC Nature

Name

1. The author used contrasting words in the title such as “devouring” and “baby” in order to
A. describe the picture

B. capture an audience

C. capture the article’s main idea

D. show sympathy for the turtle

2. Which caption gives a direct report?
A. the caption for image 1
B. the caption for image 2
C. the caption for image 3
D. the caption for image 4

3. What is the purpose of the subtitle within the article?
A. To offer relief from suspense

B. To caption the image near it

C. To introduce the following text

D. To summarize the preceding text

4. What genre is this article?
A. Fiction

B. Literary Nonfiction

C. Nonfiction

D. Prose

5. What type of media did this article come from?
A. Newspaper

B. Magazine

C. Book

D. Internet

6. What is the author’s tone for this piece?
A. sarcastic

B. detached

C. sympathetic

D. shocked

7. What is the author’s purpose for this piece?
A. to persuade

B. to inform

C. to advertise

D. to entertain

8. Which image lacks purpose within this article?
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A.image 1
B. image 2
C.image 3
D.image 4

9. Which caption reads as irony?
A. the caption for image 1
B. the caption for image 2
C. the caption for image 3
D. the caption for image 4

10. What is the purpose of the brackets in paragraph 2?

A. to call attention to the words within them

B. to insert added information

C. to insert information from another source

D. to replace otherwise lengthy information said by the interviewee

11. What is the main idea of the article?

A. Giant water bugs contradict the normal feeding habits of freshwater species

B. Giant water bugs are an endangered species

C. Giant water bugs are attracted to light, which makes the moon essential in the breeding habits of this
endangered species.

D. A small turtle is sucked lifeless by a giant water bug.

12. Which of the following is a supporting detail of the main idea?

A. Giant water bugs contradict the normal feeding habits of freshwater species

B. Giant water bugs are an endangered species

C. Giant water bugs are attracted to light, which makes the moon essential in the breeding habits of this
endangered species.

D. A small turtle is sucked lifeless by a giant water bug.

13. Who took the pictures that are used in this article?
A. Ella Davies

B. Kirkaldyia Deyrolli

C. Dr. Shin-ya Ohba

D. an unnamed source

14. Which of the following is the closest in meaning to how the word subdue is used in the last paragraph?
A. calm

B. paralyze

C. kill

D. put to sleep

15. To find this exact article, what information from this article would be the most beneficial to you?
A. the author’s name

B. the title of the article

C. the citation information

D. Dr. Shin-ya Ohba’s email address
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